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From the Pastor’s Heart…

Enjoy an Awesome Advent!  In our confirmation class, we have learned that Advent is the season of preparation for celebrating Christmas, the birth of God’s Son.  Our liturgical color is purple and represents Christ’s royalty.  Are we spending as much time preparing our hearts and meditating on God’s Word as we spend time decorating our homes and baking these coming weeks?  Hum….

His birth, life, death, and resurrection made a difference in our lives and in our world.  Yet there are still many lost souls that need to hear of God’s love.  We have been blessed and we have been called to spread the Gospel message of the Messiah.  

Will we simply keep quiet and have “Silent Nights?”  We sing that, “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations;” but do we?  Or should we be so excited and overjoyed that we will want to “Go Tell It on the Mountain?!”  

We hope and pray you and your families will prepare your hearts, enjoy the true meaning of Christmas, and celebrate in the loving Spirit of the Christ child.  Remember, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son…” and that is what Christmas is all about!!!
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and Happy New Year!

      Christmas Blessings,

     Pastor Carol & Mickey

Join us for Open House

 at the Parsonage on

Saturday, December 29

from 2:00 – 5:00 pm

Your presence is a special gift.
Pastor Carol Dean can be reached at:

Mobile: (252) 425-4906

Parsonage: (252) 438-6080

Cdean04@aol.com
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 I have a little pin, I’ve had it for years, which reads, “Jesus is the Reason for the Season.”  And about this time of year I pull it out of my jewelry box and start wearing it.  I’m sure many of you have seen similar statements on this or that item during this time of year—statements like “Keep Christ in Christmas” and “Wise Men Still Seek Him.” These are great, catchy, sayings that remind us that Christmas is about the birth of Jesus rather than what to buy our loved ones.  But, as catchy as these phrases are, they don’t fully express what Christmas is about.  So, let’s examine them a bit closer.

“Keep Christ in Christmas,” I believe this statement is a reaction against the use of “Χmas in the place of “Christmas.”  Historically, “X,” which is the Greek letter “chi,” has been used to represent “Christ.”  So, even if people think they are “X-ing” Christ’s name out of Christmas, they really aren’t.  His name is still proclaimed, albeit in Greek, but proclaimed nonetheless!  With that said, let’s think about the statement “Keep Christ in Christmas” for a moment.  Do we merely want to “Keep Christ in Christmas?”  Or, as Christians, do we really want to “Keep Christ” in every day of the year?  

 “Jesus is the Reason for the Season,” I think this statement means that we need to remember that Christmas is really about the birth of Jesus Christ rather than Santa Claus and his “eight tiny reindeer.”  True.  But Christmas is not just about the birth of a baby long, long ago, it’s about God becoming 100% human while remaining 100% God in order to redeem humankind from sin.  Jesus may have come as a baby, but he reigns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

“Wise Men Still Seek Him,” I think this statement means that it is wise to seek Christ.  However, as Christians, we have found him, Hallelujah!  Now, we need to help others find him.  As the words of the Great Thanksgiving say: “Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”

So, during this holiday season, when we see these statements, let us take a moment to reflect on them and what they mean for our lives throughout the coming year.

Merry Xmas!

Pastor Angie

[image: image3.jpg](o




Christmas is just around the corner and we will be working on our program to present on December 16th. Youth in 5th-12th grades are invited to join.  Stay tuned - Come and bring a friend!

December 2nd  Youth Meeting  noon-2pm

December 16th  Youth Meeting  noon-2pm
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  Thank You!
For all the dedication and hard work with recent events Safe Sanctuaries, Pilgrimage, BBQ, bereavement, etc..…

We Thank You!
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The choir will meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. Join the choir!  
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Bell practice sessions will resume soon.  Anyone interested in playing bells, feel free to come!



Donald Rose McGhee
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The UMW will continue this year to share tokens of appreciation for the staff at Zeb Vance Elementary.  Come join in mission and ministry with sisters in Christ!

The UMW will provide their usual delicious Soup ‘n’ Sandwich dinner for our Hanging of the Greens service, December 2nd at 5:30 pm. Umm, Umm, Good!   
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Yes, believe it or not… it’s time to plan for our coming Christmas season.  Share a fine Soup ‘n’ Sandwich meal sponsored by the UM Women and our service of sharing the symbols of our faith, as we decorate for our Savior’s birth.  Sat., Dec 1st, 5;00 pm.
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 Seniors’ Circle

The Seniors’ Circle met on November 21st. Everyone had a wonderful time.  The next meeting of the Seniors’ Circle will be on Wednesday, December 19th, at 10:00 am.  Invite a friend!

[image: image10.wmf]  Historical Trivia
…No report for now.



Hilma Smith
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 Kerr Lake Ministries, Inc.

Thank you for your support of this community ministry!
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Remember others in prayer…


The family of Bruce Ausborn





The Missions’ Team – 

no report this time

UM Men’s
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Church-wide

Christmas Pancake Breakfast

December 16th at 8:30 am.  

Yummy, Yummy, Yummy!!!!

ACTS
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Did you know…ACTS has served 8025 meals thus far this year?  Provided 367 bags of groceries to 290 households this year?  Sheltered 17 women & 25 children who have been victims of domestic violence? And much more.  ACTS will continue providing services to women & children, but will refer men to another neighboring facility.  Currently there are needs for dining room furniture, dishes, pot & pans, TV’s, microwaves, and living room furniture for the women & children’s housing.  Please contact Melvin at ACTS if you can help.  Financial donations ESPECIALLY needed now.  Jesus said, “In as much as you have done it to the least of these….”
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  Returning in January! – 

Sun., 7:00 –pm “Christianity’s Family Tree: What Other Christians Believe and Why” 
Healthy Congregations Study Meetings

To be rescheduled in early 2008

       WANTED!!!

The UM Women have graciously agreed to oversee the NURSERY schedule.  We need teams of either 2 adults or 1 adult & 1 youth.  We need people to sign-up who are willing to help.  Jesus loves the little children!!! And we do too!!! See Kay Deans to sign up.
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  Worship Committee

The Worship Committee has several special events coming up.   Be sure to mark your calendars and invite a friend to join us!

The committee will meet to plan the Love Feast on Mon, Dec. 17th at 7:00 pm.  The Luminary dedication forms are in the vestibule. 
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Make Christmas Eve a special time of spiritual renewal.  Invite your family and friends to share worship and Holy Communion on Christmas Eve at 8:00 pm.  Luminaries will light our walkway in honor of Christ, the light of the world.

The Love Feast will be celebrated on December 30th in the 11:00 am service.  Share the Love of Christ!

Have You Invited Someone to Church Lately?

[Many people are more receptive to attending special seasonal services.  Invite a friend to come!]
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Age-Level Ministries:
We are looking forward to our Children and Youth Christmas program on December 16th at 7:00 pm.  Practices are in progress!  We will have a special practice on Saturday, December 15th – Children will begin at 9:30 am, Youth should arrive at 11:00am to stuff goody bags & practice, we will all enjoy a hot dog lunch, and then go caroling! (see Caroling)
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Christmas Caroling time is near!  We have a lot of shut-ins to visit in our caroling and need lots of carolers and drivers.  We will meet at the church at 12:30 pm on December 15th to spread the joy of Christmas!
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Ministers’ Community Partnership

…is a newly formed community group to united Christians, churches, and ministers to share our faith in our community to make it a better place by sharing the love of Jesus Christ.  

The group is sponsoring a Community-wide Old Fashioned Christmas Caroling on Sunday, December 23rd, from 3:30 – 5:00 pm in the area between the Embassy Square and the Police Department.  Financial donations and canned goods will be received for ACTS.  Bring a friend to celebrate the birth of our Savior!




  December

Services & Meetings:

1 – 5:00 pm Hanging of the Greens
2 – Sunday School & Worship
    noon – UMYF Meet ‘n’ Eat

   7:00 pm Administrative Board Meeting

3 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

4 – 
5 – 7:00 pm Choir
6 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

7 –

8 – 

9 –     Sunday School & Worship

        noon – UMYF Meet ‘n’ Eat

        3:00 – 5:00 pm Safe Sanctuaries

10 - 6:00 pm Aerobics

11 – 

12 - 7:00 pm Choir
13 –6:00 pm Aerobics

14 – 
15 – Children & Youth Practice – 

      then CAROLING 12:30 pm

16 – 8:30 am Pancake Breakfast!

       Sunday School & Worship

      noon – UMYF Meet ‘n’ Eat

       3:00 pm UM Women

      7:00 pm Children & Youth Christmas Program – bring finger foods!

17 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

        7:00 pm Worship Committee Meets

18 – 

19 – 10:00 am Seniors’ Circle

        7:00 pm Choir
20 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

21 – 

22 – 
23 – Sunday School & Worship

       3:30 pm Community Old  Fashioned Christmas Singing - downtown

24 – 8:00 pm Candlelight Communion
25 – Happy Birthday Jesus!
26 – 
27 – 
28 – 

29 – 2-5 pm Open House - Parsonage

30 – Sunday School & Worship

               The Love Feast

31 – 6:00 pm Aerobics
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In His Service this Month:

Flowers:

Dec 2 – Christine Spencer

Dec 9 – Poinsettias

Dec 16 – Poinsettias

Dec 23 – Poinsettias

Dec 30 – Jacque Jones

Acolytes:

Dec 2 – TBA

Dec 9 – TBA

Dec 16 – TBA

Dec 23 – TBA

Dec 30 – TBA

Greeters:

Dec 2 – Daryl & Christine Spencer

Dec 9 – Jamie & Larraine Abbott

Dec 16 – Bob & Olivia Kemp

Dec 23 – Faye Woodlief & Jane Owen

Dec 30 – William & Fran Leake

Outreach:

Dec 2 – Joyce Edwards & B. W. Brown

Dec 9 – Joe & Susan Sears

Dec 16 – John & Jeanette Rogers

Dec 23 – Pat Edwards & D. R. McGhee

Dec 30 – Judy Wilson & Faye Woodlief

Lay Readers:

Dec 2 – Mike Ranes

Dec 9 – Amy Smith

Dec 16 – Janet Bobbitt

Dec 23 – Taylor Abbott

Dec 30 – Kay Deans

December Ushers

Thomas Beckham, Mac Wilson

Todd Wilson, Ben Brown

December Altar Guild:

Faye Woodlief, Lois Woodlief

