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From the Pastor’s Heart…

As I ponder on what is important in the New Year, there are a few things that are worth our reflection.  Perhaps the most important thing is our relationship with God.  A few questions for thought:

Who is God to us?  

Why is He important?  

What is our role in church?  

What does God expect from us?  

God…Deity, Creator, Lord, Savior or just some vague being whose name we use in vain?  Are we made in God’s image or do we conveniently place Him in a box for the image that we have in mind?  God created each of us and gave us life.  We were made for His glory.  He gave His life for us, so what do we owe Him?  

From the Wikipedia: “In Christianity, worship has been considered by most Christians to be the central act of Christian identity throughout history. Many Christian theologians have defined humanity as homo adorans, that is, the “worshipping man,” and thus the worship of God is at the very core of what it means to be human.”
I reflected on my 2004 Commissioning papers when I responded in the Worship portion.  Here is an excerpt: 

[“Worship in the United Methodist tradition is initiated by God, and humans respond.  In Worship, God speaks and we listen, and we talk to God through our words, songs, and prayers.  Worship can be individual or communal, with unity and diversity.  The purpose of worship is to being glory and honor to God, through Jesus, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Communal worship in the Methodist tradition is a Biblically based sacred time for all people (inclusive of all people, regardless of gender, age, race, or class) to encounter God in order to draw closer to God.  In the Methodist tradition, worship should have practical implications in the lives of believers, and spread “scriptural holiness over the land” in order to make Christian disciples (UM Book of Worship p. 45).  John Wesley held that worshipping in a Christian community encourages individual Christian growth as well as equipping the church as the Body of Christ to reach the world.

**The desired result of worship is to “encounter the living God through the risen Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit” (UM Bk of Worship p. 13).  As a result of our encounter with God, we are to grow in Christian discipleship and lead others to know the risen Lord.  By worship, God enables people to learn through the stability of the rituals of tradition, spiritual formation, theology, and catechesis.  Worship also enables people incorporate God’s story as their own story and passes religious faith and traditions to subsequent generations.  Worship of God results in responding to God in conversion to Christianity, forming Christian disciples, enabling Christian fellowship as the Body of Christ, and learning Biblical truths.]

So what does God expects from us?  He only gave his life for our salvation….  May we live this year as His disciples…that’s not too much to ask.

New Year Blessings!

Pastor Carol

Pastor Carol Dean can be reached at:

Mobile: (252) 425-4906

Parsonage: (252) 438-6080

Cdean04@aol.com
Have You Invited Someone to Church Lately?
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 Ah, it’s that time of year when we make our New Year’s resolutions.  To make a resolution means to make a firm decision about something.  We resolve to lose weight.  We resolve to quit smoking.  We resolve to get more exercise.  We resolve to start a journal.  We resolve to be a little bit nicer to everyone.  On and on the list of resolutions goes—where it stops, nobody knows!  But what about resolutions involving our spiritual well-being? 

One of the services offered in The United Methodist Book of Worship, for New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day, is the “Covenant Renewal Service” (BOW 288).  In this service, we make covenant with God to commit ourselves to God—wholly.  In the portion of the service titled “Wesley’s Covenant Service,” under the heading “Invitation,” there is a prayer that goes like this:  

“Let me be your servant, under your command.  I will no longer be my own.  I will give up myself to your will in all things . . . Lord, make me what you will.  I put myself fully into your hands:  put me to doing, put me to suffering, let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing.  I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal.” 

As we can see, these are strong words that require something of us.  Indeed, to pray this prayer is something to be done very seriously.  

On the eve of this new year of 2008, considering the difficult things this prayer asks of us, should we even pray it?  By all means!  By God’s grace and strength we can live into these promises.  This prayer is just one more reminder that we are saved and stay saved by the grace of God.  

As we make our resolutions for 2008, may we, with sincerity of heart, pray the previous prayer.  And by God’s grace, may we live it out in the coming days.

In Christ,

Pastor Angie
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Celebrate the New Year with the UMYF meeting on January 6th for our Meet ‘n’ Eat.  We will make plans for our spring activities.  We are asking for your support of the “SOUPER BOWL of CARING” offering on February 3rd.  In honor of the football Super Bowl, a special offering for our local “SOUP” Kitchen (ACTS) will be received.

Youth in 5th-12th grades are invited to join.  Stay tuned - Come and bring a friend!
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  Thank You!
For all the dedication and hard work with recent events, the Children’s Christmas Program, the Youth Christmas programs, Pancake Breakfast, Caroling, Love Feast, Poinsettias, Luminaries, Safe Sanctuaries, bereavement meals, etc..…

We Thank You!
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 Kerr Lake Ministries, Inc.

Thank you for your support of this community ministry! Camp is coming!

UM Men

UM Men will meet on Sunday, January 20th at 8:00 am with breakfast.  All men are invited!
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The choir will meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. Join the choir!  
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Bell practice sessions will resume soon.  Anyone interested in playing bells, feel free to come!



Donald Rose McGhee
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Come learn about Israel and Palestine with our study on January 20th, from 2:30 – 5:30 pm.  We will also enjoy refreshments at our break.  

The UMW will continue this year to share tokens of appreciation for the staff at Zeb Vance Elementary.  Come join in mission and ministry with sisters in Christ!

[image: image8.jpg]


 Seniors’ Circle

The Seniors’ Circle had a wonderful time at their December meeting.  The next meeting of the Seniors’ Circle will be on Wednesday, January 16th, at 10:00 am.  Invite a friend!
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Hilma Smith
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Remember others in prayer…


The family of Eunice Abbott





The Missions’ Team has supported some wonderful ministries, including the MERCI Center and ACTS in recent weeks.  Listen for coming opportunities to serve this year!
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Returning Feb. 10th & 17th ! 

Sun., 7:00 –pm “Christianity’s Family Tree: What Other Christians Believe and Why” 
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Healthy Congregations Study

Plan to attend and discern how our congregation can be healthy as the Body of Christ.  We will share in this study for 4 sessions, February 24th, March 2nd, 9th, & 16th at 7:00 pm.  Please be in prayer for Plank Chapel UMC and our future ministry.

[image: image14.jpg]


  Worship Committee

The Worship Committee will meet on Monday January 14th at 7:00 pm to plan for the beginning of 2008.
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Age-Level Ministries:
We will have a meeting soon to plan some activities for the spring!
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Christian Education Matters! 

The Education Committee would like to thank Pat Edwards and Donald Rose McGhee for their years of hard work as they have retired off this committee.  All committee members – please come to a short meeting immediately after church on Sunday, January 13th.  We hope to approve the dates and theme for the upcoming Vacation Bible School.



Blake Brown, Chair

       WANTED!!!

The UM Women have graciously agreed to oversee the NURSERY schedule.  We need teams of either 2 adults or 1 adult & 1 youth.  We need people to sign-up who are willing to help.  Jesus loves the little children!!! And we do too!!! See Kay Deans to sign up.

*****IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!***

SAFE SANCTUARIES – Our task force has diligently prepared a proposed policy to present to the Administrative Council on February 3 for implementation.  We urge all parents, those who work with children and youth, and all are invited to review this policy.  Our meeting will be Sunday, January 13th at 3:00 pm.  

Staff-Parish Relations Committee

REMINDER – There will be an SPRC Training session on January 6th from 3:00 – 5:00 pm at Oxford UMC.  Please plan to attend.

ACTS
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Did you know…ACTS has served 8451 meals thus far this year?  Provided 391 bags of groceries to 290 households this year?  Sheltered 17 women & 25 children who have been victims of domestic violence? And much more.  ACTS will continue providing services to women & children, but will refer men to another neighboring facility.  Currently there are needs for dining room furniture, dishes, pot & pans, TV’s, microwaves, and living room furniture for the women & children’s housing.  Please contact Melvin at ACTS if you can help.  Financial donations ESPECIALLY needed now.  Jesus said, “In as much as you have done it to the least of these….”




  January

Services & Meetings:

1 – 
2 – 7:00 pm Choir

3 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

4 – 
5 – 
6 – Sunday School & Worship
       noon – UMYF Meet ‘n’ Eat

  3:00 – 5:00 pm SPRC at Oxford UMC

7 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

8 – 

9 – 7:00 pm Choir

10 - 6:00 pm Aerobics

11 – 

12 - 
13 – Sunday School & Worship

     noon – Education Meeting

    3:00 pm Safe Sanctuaries

14 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

      7:00 pm Worship Committee

15 – 

16 – 10:00 am Seniors’ Circle

        7:00 pm Choir

17 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

18 – 

19 – 

20 – 8:00 am UM Men

       Sunday School & Worship

      noon – UMYF Meet ‘n’ Eat

      2:30 – 5:30 pm UMW Study on Israel 

                           & Palestine – All invited

    6:00 pm SPRC Meeting

21 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

22 – 
23 – 7:00 pm Choir
24 – 6:00 pm Aerobics
25 –
26 – 
27 – Sunday School & Worship

    2:30 – 4:45 pm District Workshops

28 – 6:00 pm Aerobics

29 – 

30 – 7:00 pm Choir

31 – 6:00 pm Aerobics
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In His Service this Month:

Flowers:

Jan 6 – Darlene Ranes

Jan 13 – Patricia Fuller

Jan 20 – Gwen Ritchey

Jan 27 – Kathy Rowland

Acolytes:

Jan 6 – TBA

Jan 13 – TBA

Jan 20 – TBA

Jan 27 – TBA

Greeters:

Jan 6 – Mac & Judy Wilson

Jan 13 – Bill & Frances Brown

Jan 20 – Mike & Darlene Ranes

Jan 27 – Joyce Edwards 

& Taylor Abbott
Outreach:

Jan 6 – Jane Owen & Marilove Spencer
Jan 13 – Joyce Edwards & B. W. Brown

Jan 20 – Joe & Susan Sears

Jan 27 – John & Jeanette Rogers

Lay Readers:

Jan 6 – Donald Rose McGhee

Jan 13 – Pat Edwards

Jan 20 – Patricia Fuller

Jan 27 – Darlene Ranes

January Ushers

Freddie McGhee, Ben Brown

Joe Sears, Haywood Bumpass

January Altar Guild:

Darlene Ranes, Kay Deans

**We have opening for FLOWERS 

on April 13 & August 31.  If you would like to place flowers on one of these dates, contact Judy Wilson.  Thanks!

Prepare now to become an ORGAN DONOR… 

“Heaven knows” we need them here!  (You won’t need them where you are going!)

Coming Events!

February 3

7:00 pm Administrative Council meeting

February 6

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday

February 24

UMW Call to Prayer & Self-denial Service

February 24

3:00 pm Mt Sylvan UMC

Durham District Lay Rally

Bishop Hope Ward, speaker

