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From the Pastor’s Heart…

What does it mean to be member of a church?  First, it is important to understand the meaning of our baptism and/or confirmation.  John Wesley explained that baptism is an “outward sign of an inward grace.”  We become part of the body of Christ, the Church, and it begins a lifelong process of growth in Christ.  By our baptism, we are identified as belonging to Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and arose again to offer us his salvation; we join Christ’s universal church.  Our baptism signifies that Christ has cleansed us from sin and has given us salvation.  God establishes his covenant with us by our baptism to be our God, and in turn, we are to confess him as our Lord.  

So how can one become a member of Plank Chapel UMC?  One way is by a Profession of Faith and Baptism.  We will baptize by either sprinkling, pouring, or immersion.  If one has already been baptized, we will receive you on a Transfer of Membership from a church of like faith, which we will write and request your letter of membership.  We will receive a member on a restoration of membership as well.  We do not re-baptize, but we can renew our vows at any time.  

Perhaps you have pondered this decision to fully join Plank Chapel.  I will be happy to discuss it at any time.  To reflect further, our Baptismal service begins on pg 33 in our hymnal.  For a transfer of membership, this entails pg. 38-39.  In addition, we are quickly approaching this time of decision for our confirmation participants and we covet your prayers.

Lenten Blessings!

Pastor Carol

Pastor Carol Dean can be reached at:

Mobile: (252) 425-4906

Parsonage: (252) 438-6080

Cdean04@aol.com
Have You Invited Someone to Church Lately?
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I’m currently taking a course at Duke Divinity School called “The Local Church in Mission to God’s World.”  The title of this class indicates that the local church should be in mission to God’s world.  The title doesn’t include the word “if” or the word “when.” Rather, the title simply assumes that the local church is continually in mission to God’s world.  In fact, as one or more of my professors has stated, “the church is mission.”  If we, the church, are not continually proclaiming and embodying the Gospel of Christ to God’s world then we cease to be the church of Christ.  A story by Theodore Wedel called “The Lifeboat Station” illustrates this in a profound way.  The story goes something like this:

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there was once a crude little lifesaving station.  The building was just a hut, and there was only one boat, but the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with no thought for themselves went out day and night tirelessly searching for the lost.  Many lives were saved by this wonderful little station, so that it became famous.  Some of those who were saved, and various others in the surrounding area, wanted to become associated with the station and give their time and money and effort to support its work.  New boats were bought and new crews trained.  The little lifesaving station grew.

Some of the members of the lifesaving station were unhappy that the building was crude and poorly equipped.  They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge of those saved from the sea.  So they replaced the emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in the enlarged building.  Now the lifesaving station became a popular gathering place for its members, and they decorated it beautifully and furnished it exquisitely, because they used it as a sort of club.  Fewer members were now interested in going to sea on lifesaving missions, they hired lifeboat crews to do this work.  The lifesaving motif still prevailed in the club’s decoration, and there was a liturgical lifeboat in the room where the club initiations were held.  

The story goes on to tell how, ultimately, the seacoast was lined with “clubs” that had, at one time, been lifeboat stations but eventually forgot their original purpose and succumbed to comfort and exclusivity.  And, although shipwrecks still occurred frequently in those waters, most of the people drowned.

By the grace of God, may we, the church, remember that we are a lifesaving station.  May we remain devoted and vigilant in our tireless search for the lost.  May we proclaim and embody the Gospel of Christ to a lost and dying world.

Peace,

Pastor Angie
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  Thank You!
For all the dedication and hard work with recent events, Safe Sanctuaries, bereavement meals, those in need, Bible Study, etc..…

We Thank You!
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We are asking for your support of the “SOUPER BOWL of CARING” offering on February 3rd.  In honor of the football Super Bowl, a special offering for our local “SOUP” Kitchen (ACTS) will be received.

Something NEW beginning with our Lenten season!  We will celebrate “Shrove Tuesday” with a youth Pancake Supper on February 5th .  Those who can help make pancakes come at 6:00 pm and we will eat at 6:30 pm.  We will share in a Bible Study time after dinner until 8:00 pm.  Wear your Mardi Gras colors and beads….to match the pancakes!  We will gather every Tuesday at 6:30 preceding Holy Week.

Youth in 5th-12th grades are invited to join.  Stay tuned - Come and bring a friend!
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 Kerr Lake Ministries, Inc.

Thank you for your support of this community ministry! Camp is coming!
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The choir will meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. Join the choir!  
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Bell practice sessions will resume soon.  Anyone interested in playing bells, feel free to come!



Donald Rose McGhee

  UM Men
United Methodist Men’s

Wild Game Supper
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Saturday, March 1st 

6:00 pm

(Donations Appreciated!)

UM Men will meet on Sunday, February 17th at 8:00 am with breakfast.  All men are invited!

For the Wild Game Supper, we need meat, tea, and deserts also.  Don’t miss it!
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We had 10 people who participated in our study on Israel and Palestine.  The study raised our awareness of the complexity of the issues in this troubled region of the world.  Remember to pray for areas of the world in turmoil.

We will hold our special “Call to Prayer and Self-denial” Service on February 24th.  Bring a friend!

The UMW will continue this year to share tokens of appreciation for the staff at Zeb Vance Elementary.  Come join in mission and ministry with sisters in Christ!

[image: image10.jpg]


 Seniors’ Circle

The Seniors’ Circle had a wonderful time at their January meeting.  The next meeting of the Seniors’ Circle will be on Wednesday, February 20th, at 10:00 am.  Invite a friend!
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…No report for now.



Hilma Smith
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Remember others in prayer…


the Family of Paul Rowland





Listen for coming opportunities to serve this year with the Missions’ Team!
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Returning Feb. 10th & 17th ! 

Sun., 7:00 –pm “Christianity’s Family Tree: What Other Christians Believe and Why” 
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Healthy Congregations Study

Plan to attend and discern how our congregation can be healthy as the Body of Christ.  We will share in this study for 4 sessions, February 24th, March 2nd, 9th, & 16th at 7:00 pm.  Please be in prayer for Plank Chapel UMC and our future ministry.
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  Worship Committee

The Worship Committee met in January and planned several special services.  We will begin our season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday service at Plank Chapel on February 6th at 7:00 pm.  We will also have a special service during Holy Week – more next month.  Revival plans are in the works with more details coming soon!
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Christian Education News! 

This year's theme for Vacation Bible School will be “BEACH PARTY " Surfin' through the Scriptures," and the dates are Sunday 6/15 thru Wed 6/18/08.  The next meeting will be Sunday March 9 at 3PM.  Anyone interested in helping please plan to come to this meeting.  We need volunteers.


Blake Brown, Chair
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Age-Level Ministries:
We will have a meeting soon to plan some activities for the spring!

       WANTED!!!

The UM Women have graciously agreed to oversee the NURSERY schedule.  We need teams of either 2 adults or 1 adult & 1 youth.  We need people to sign-up who are willing to help.  Jesus loves the little children!!! And we do too!!! See Kay Deans to sign up.

*****IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!***

SAFE SANCTUARIES – Our task force has diligently prepared a proposed policy to present to the Administrative Council on February 3 for implementation.  More information coming about implementation.  

        Staff/Parish Notes

If you should ever have a concern, the members of the Staff/Parish Committee are:

Kay Deans (08) Chair & Lay Delegate, Donald Rose McGhee (08)* (Lay Leader), Mike Ranes (08),  (Administrative Board Chair), Larraine Abbott (08), Scott Ritchey (09), Freddie McGhee (09), Beverly Newman (10), and Tim Smith (10).  We thank them for their faithful service.

ACTS
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ACTS continues to minister to the needs of our community.  The churches in our community are asked to consider sponsoring a fundraiser to support this ministry.  ACTS will continue providing services to women & children, but will refer men to another neighboring facility.  The renovated living quarters are nearly ready.  There are needs for dining room furniture, dishes, pot & pans, TV’s, microwaves, and living room furniture for the women & children’s housing.  Please contact Melvin at ACTS if you can help.  Financial donations ESPECIALLY needed now.  Jesus said, “In as much as you have done it to the least of these….”

Coming Events!

February 6

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday

February 24

UMW Call to Prayer & Self-denial Service

February 24

3:00 pm Mt Sylvan UMC

Durham District Lay Rally

Bishop Hope Ward, speaker

Prepare now to become an ORGAN DONOR… 

“Heaven knows” we need them here!  (You won’t need them where you are going!)




Friendship Soup

(submitted by Rev. Jimmy Williams)

To make good friends, a good friend you must be,

So follow the steps in this recipe:

Begin with a smile and a word that is kind;

Keep the needs of others foremost in your mind.

Blend in an ear that is eager to hear

The hopes and the dreams that others find dear,

Add two hands ready to make

Someone else’s problems easier to take.

Garnish with a heart that is willing and true

To stand by another when no other hearts do.

The ingredients of friendship are qualities rare;

Add them freely and season with care!

Did You Know…

This chart reflects the donations at Plank Chapel UMC for 2007.  

Less than $500.    -  21

$  500. to  $1,000. -  14

$1,001. to $2,000. -  13

$2,001. to $3,000. -    6

$3,001. to $4,000. -    4

$4,001. to $5,000. -    2

$5,001. to $6,000. -    3

$6,001. to $7,000. -    1

$7,001. to $8,000. -    0

Over $8,000. -            1




  February

Services & Meetings:

1 – 
2 – 

3 – 
Sunday School & Worship

     
“Souper Bowl of Caring” Offering
       
noon – UMYF Meet ‘n’ Eat

7:00 Administrative Council Meeting

4 – 
6:00 pm Aerobics
5 – 
6:30 UMYF Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) Pancake Supper & Bible Study

       (cooks come at 6:00 pm!!!!)
6 – 
7:00 Ash Wednesday Service

      
7:45 pm Choir

7 – 
6:00 pm Aerobics

8 – 

9 – 

10 - Sunday School & Worship

    
noon – SPRC with Rev. Angie

       3:00 pm UMW

       7:00 pm Christianity’s Family Tree

11 –6:00 pm Aerobics

12 - 6:30 UMYF Lenten Supper & Study
13 –7:00 pm Choir

14 –6:00 pm Aerobics

15 – 

16 – 

17 –8:00 am UM Men

       Sunday School & Worship

      
noon – UMYF Meet ‘n’ Eat

       7:00 pm Christianity’s Family Tree

18 –6:00 pm Aerobics

19 –6:30 UMYF Lenten Supper & Study

20 –10:00 am Seniors’ Circle

       7:00 pm Choir 

21 –6:00 pm Aerobics

22 – 
23 – 
24 –Sunday School & Worship – UMW – 

       Call to Prayer & Self-denial Service

3:00 pm District Lay Rally at Mt Sylvan – Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, speaker

  
7:00 Healthy Congregations Study

25 –
6:00 pm Aerobics
26 –6:30 UMYF Lenten Supper & Study
27 –
7:00 pm Choir
28 –6:00 pm Aerobics

29 – 

Mar 1 – 6:00 pm Wild Game Supper!
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In His Service this Month:

Flowers:

Feb 3 – 
Blake Brown

Feb 10 – Jackie Brown

Feb 17 – Kim Oettinger

Feb 24 – Judy Wilson

Acolytes:

Feb 3 – 
TBA

Feb 10 – TBA

Feb 17 – TBA

Feb 24 - TBA

Greeters:

Feb 3 – 
Bob & Olivia Kemp

Feb 10 – Joe & Susan Sears

Feb 17 – Gerald Woodlief 

                & Todd Wilson

Feb 24 – Kim & Morgan Oettinger

Outreach:

Feb 3 – 
Donald Rose McGhee &


Pat Edwards

Feb 10 - 
Judy Wilson &


Faye Woodlief

Feb 17 – Jane Owen & 


Marilove Spencer

Feb 24 – Joyce Edwards & 


B. W. Brown

Lay Readers:

Feb 3 – 
Rev. Angie Toth

Feb 10 – Jane Owen

Feb 17 – Susan Sears

Feb 24 – Tim Smith

February Ushers

Joseph Sears, Ben Brown

Freddie McGhee, Mac Wilson

February Altar Guild:

Judy Wilson, Laurie Miller

