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Pastor’s Note 
  
I’m excited to be back home from the Pastor’s Continuing Education that brought me to 
Africa and Asia. Indeed, the journey was refreshing, empowering and life-giving! And I 
want to express my deepest gratitude to Rev. Jenny Wilson & Bro. Garry Dickerson for 
their inspiring preaching, and Rev. Carol Dean who served as pastor-on-call. I’m also 
grateful to our District Superintendent Rev. Dr. David Joyner, Bethel UMC Leadership 
Team & Plank Chapel UMC Pastor-Parish Relations Team for their blessings and support. 

Throughout my trip abroad, God showed me that Christianity is expanding rapidly across 
Africa and Asia, becoming the new center of global faith. In Africa, I had a wonderful 
opportunity to experience worshipping (and even dancing) at the historic Methodist 
Church in Ghana. While in Asia, I attended worship at Kwanglim Church in South Korea, 
the largest Methodist church in the world with more than 90,000 members. The church 
growth in Africa and Asia are driven not only by vibrant local leadership and dynamic 
evangelism that adapts to diverse cultures but also by strong mission and outreach to their 
community and beyond. They are turning their faith into action!

CHAPEL CHATTER 
Open Hearts/Open Minds/Wide Open Doors
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Methodists in Africa and Asia are taking John Wesley’s words seriously: “there is no religion 
but social religion, no holiness but social holiness.” What Wesley meant here is that he is 
against a “privatized” notion of Christian faith.  Wesley spread scriptural holiness in the 
18th century England— immersing himself in the community, ministering with the prisoners, 
the outcasts and the marginalized. He spoke out courageously and prophetically on issues 
such as slavery, economic exploitation, the abuse of alcohol and all kinds of corruption. 
Wesley was deeply involved in ministry with the poor, in prison reform and in effort to 
abolish the slavery.

The Methodist movement engaged in social witness, in impacting communities and 
transforming the world for the sake of Jesus Christ. For John Wesley, the Methodist 
movement was not just about the personal assurance of salvation. Rather, Wesley saw a 
faith that is dynamic, transformative, impacting the community and transforming the world 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. John Wesley brought together a sense of balance between 
faith and good works, personal assurance and social witness, knowledge and vital piety, 
nurture and mission. In other words, John Wesley wanted the people called Methodists to 
practice the greatest commandment in the Bible that: “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind… and “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37 & 39)

Here in the United States, we are experiencing schools that are struggling to provide basic 
education with children falling through the cracks, criminal justice systems that are 
overcrowded, increasing population who are hungry, lonely and depressed, fears among 
migrants, rising domestic violence, growing inequality between the rich and the poor, among 
others. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we cannot live as if these things have nothing to do 
with us. We can’t moan about how somebody ought to do something. And we cannot merely 
lift those who suffer in prayer asking God to do for us what God created us to do for God! As 
disciples of Christ and as a church, we are called to turn our “faith into action” such as 
supporting the Blessing Box Ministry, ACTS in Henderson, Fresh Expressions, Area 
Congregations in Ministry, Zeb Vance Elementary School and our new missional outreach: 
“Project Be A Blessing”.

The Bible says that “Faith without works is dead.” (James 2:26) This powerful statement 
emphasizes that our belief in God must be accompanied by actions that reflect that faith. 
Without action, faith becomes meaningless, or at worst, it does not exist. That is why we are 
called to break our hearts for those that break the heart of Jesus— the oppressed, the sick, 
the outcast, and the most vulnerable in society. Jesus lifts up the bent-over woman on 
Sabbath, touches the unclean with healing power, releases the paralyzed from his bed, eats 
with tax-collectors in their homes, and risks the violence of the mob to intervene for the 
woman caught in adultery.

Indeed, Jesus is calling us to turn our “faith into action” when He said, “I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:35-36) 
The disciples can’t imagine what He is talking about until Jesus says, “Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 
did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40)
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KOFFEE KORNER
"Koffee Korner"-- a women's 
group that meets every first 
Wednesday of the month. We 
will meet on September 3rd & 
October 1st, 10:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall. For more 
information, please contact 
Nancy Gustafson @ 
203-232-1145.

"STRONGER TOGETHER" 
EXERCISE CLASS
The "Stronger Together" 
Exercise Class meets every 
Monday & 
Thursday @ 6:00-7:00pm. Open 
to everyone. For more 
information, please contact 
Debra Newman @ 
252-915-7005.

PLANK CHAPEL UMC CHOIR
If you are musically inclined and 
willing to offer your gifts 
and talents, we would love to 
have you join the choir! We have 
Choir Practice every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of the month 
at 3:00pm (September 10th & 
24th).

Faith in Action: Serving Joyfully 
Together to Restore Hope 

Bishop Shelton invites us to join her and the Cabinet for 
Faith in Action on September 13, September 20, October 
18, and October 25 to bring hope to families recovering 
from hurricanes in Columbus County. Together, we will 
work to repair 20 homes. Weekday opportunities are also 
available.

We will also have a friendly competition among our eight 
districts to see which district brings in the most volunteers 
and receives the highest monetary gifts.

There are several ways you can serve and participate 
in this ministry: 

• Assist with essential home repairs, such as 
roofing, flooring, painting, and stair repairs 

• Help prepare and deliver lunches to repair teams 
working in the field 

• Prepare work materials and supplies on Friday to 
get ready for Saturday's activities 

If you are unable to attend in-person, you can still 
support this ministry through the NC Storm Fund. 100% 
of your gift will go to disaster relief efforts in North 
Carolina. 

Wear your green disaster response t-shirt and put your 
faith into action this fall as we finish this work strong! 

Visit our Faith in Action page to learn more. Registration 
closes on September 5 for the first two weekends, so 
register now to save your spot! 

https://nccumc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5520f6d654a662d3887beb73&id=482bdaeec6&e=cc57a4ee92
https://nccumc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5520f6d654a662d3887beb73&id=584d6d4f84&e=cc57a4ee92
http://facebook.com/PlankChapelUMC
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CHANGE BUCKET 
The September 2025 Change 
Bucket has been designated 
for NC Storms Emergency 
Response (#S-00176) 
Sometimes typical methods of 
disaster response financing for 
storm-related emergencies are 
inadequate. In these situations, 
conference appeals are issued 
for costs related to mitigating the 
disaster – direct support to 
affected families and costs in 
delivering assistance. This is the 
only situation in which the 
UMCOR can address the issues 
of church property in disasters. 
Contact – Ann Huffman Phone: 
(888) 440-9167 Email: 
disaster@nccumc.org 

AWAKENINGS
Renew, fresh and revive your 
spirit as we worship our 
Awesome God at "Awakenings" 
every Sunday, 8:00am-9:00am 
(except third Sunday of the 
month). "Awakenings" offers 
contemporary music, come-as-
you-are setting, relevant Bible-
based conversation and a good 
cup of coffee! The "Awakenings" 
will meet on September 7th, 14th 
& 28th.

GIVING FLOWERS IN HONOR 
OR IN MEMORY OF LOVED 
ONES
You are invited to generously 
give flowers on Sunday Worship 
Services for God's glory and in 
honor or in memory of your loved 
ones. Please contact Judy 
Wilson @ Judith9563@gmail.co
m or (252) 492-0624.

Share your Events with the District 

Is your church having a BBQ or chicken and pastry 
fundraiser? Or maybe an End of Summer Festival, or 
Trunk or Treat. Please feel free to share your events 
with Heidi Seifert, and she will add them to the weekly 
newsletter.

Heritage District Clergy Gathering 

Our Clergy Set-Up meeting will be at Village Church on 
September 9th. We will begin at 9:30 with coffee and a 
time for fellowship. The meeting will begin at 10 am 
and we will share lunch together. Please fill out the 
form below to help us plan for lunch.

There will be time after lunch for help with your charge 
conference reports if you need assistance. Please feel 
free to reach out with any questions.

Sacred Sorrow

Sacred Sorrow is looking for pastors and laity who 
are willing to participate in an online one-time focus 
group or interview during the research phase. 
 The goal is simple: to listen and learn. These shared 
experiences will inform the curriculum for a rural 
church pilot program designed specifically to offer 
grief support and education that will strengthen skills 
and provide resources that meet the real needs of 
rural clergy and laity alike.

http://facebook.com/PlankChapelUMC
mailto:disaster@nccumc.org
http://chapel.org
mailto:Judith9563@gmail.com
mailto:Judith9563@gmail.com


1. Plank Chapel UMC September 2025

1. facebook.com/PlankChapelUMC Plank  chapel.org

How Pastors and Laity May Get Involved.
• Take a look to verify that they are a NC UMC 

rural church as defined by The Duke 
Endowment list of eligible churches.  

• If they are eligible please fill out this 
registration form to indicate that they are 
willing to participate in a virtual focus group or 
interview. They will be able to choose dates 
and times to participate.  

• Upon receipt of their registration, they will 
receive a consent form to e-sign. 

Research participants will be eligible to apply to the 
free, retreat based pilot program in the fall of 2026. 
Clergy and laity will be in separate groups as they 
discuss their own experiences and viewpoints. 
Why Do We Need Their Help?
Loss touches every one. Sometimes it’s personal and 
visible; other times, it’s quieter, harder to name, like 
the shared grief of a community, or the kind of loss 
that isn’t easily recognized. These experiences can 
shape how we serve, live, and lead, yet they are not 
always easy to talk about or understand. If they have 
experienced grief and loss of any kind at any time 
(e.g., losing a job, loss of loved ones, health issues, 
unexpected life changes, empty nest, collective 
disillusionment about disaffiliation, political 
polarization, injustice and inequality, natural disasters, 
COVID-19, etc.), please know that they hold wisdom 
and insight that has the capacity to help others.  
Please feel free to reach out with questions at 
SacredSorrow@ncisdf.org.

• October 6: Noon -1:30 Casa Mia's in Littleton, 
NC- Please let Heidi know if you will be 
attending by 9/19 

• October 7 Noon -1:30 Curtsy' Cafe and Burger 
Bar Franklinton NC- Please let Heidi know if 
you will be attending by 9/19 

• October 8: Noon-1:30 El Mariachi Mexican 
Restaurant in RMt- Please let Heidi know if you 
will be attending by 9/19 

• October 9:Noon-1:30 Mazatlan Mexican Bar 
and Grill in Henderson- Please let Heidi know if 
you will be attending by 9/19 

Informal Gatherings with the District 
Superintendent 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
United Methodist Men Breakfast 
Fellowship will be held on Sunday, 
September 21st, 8:00am-9:00am. 
All men are invited!

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
The United Women in Faith 
are composed of women who are 
"powerful, fearless force" driven by 
God's love and united in sisterhood. 
With a focus on women, children 
and youth, we act for justice and 
transform communities. Our next 
regular meeting will be on 
Sunday, September 21st, 3:00pm. 
All women are invited!

SENIOR CIRCLE
Senior Circle is a wonderful way to 
meet new friends, build 
relationships and have fun among 
fellow Christians! We meet every 
third Wednesday of the month with 
a program and light lunch.  Our 
next meeting is Wednesday, 
September 17th, 10:00am @ Plank 
Chapel UMC Fellowship Hall. All 
are invited!

BLESSING BOX MINISTRY
Plank Chapel UMC saw a great 
need in the community for those 
vulnerable to have access to the 
food they cannot always afford. 
And so, we launched the Blessing 
Box Ministry in 2022 and 
encouraged church members as 
well as the community to help 
keep the box stocked with non-
perishable food items for those in 
need. Also, please check your 
book shelves so that we can offer 
children and adult books as a 
lending library. We give thanks to 
God for your generous gifts and 
support for this outreach ministry.

https://nccumc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5520f6d654a662d3887beb73&id=b654b82f31&e=cc57a4ee92
https://nccumc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5520f6d654a662d3887beb73&id=988dad264a&e=cc57a4ee92
https://nccumc.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5520f6d654a662d3887beb73&id=988dad264a&e=cc57a4ee92
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August 
	 August 1: Candidacy Retreat / Audits due 

	 August 2-9: David is out, Claire is covering 
	 August 13: dCOM at Louisburg UMC 

	 August 18-20: Cabinet Meetings 
	 August 21: New Faith Communities Orientation for new planters/pastors 

	 August 21: Conference Trustees Meeting 
	 August 25: 10-Noon Tarboro Coffee House in Tarboro 
	 August 25: 1-3 Larema Coffee House in Rocky Mount 
	 August 27: 10-Noon Blue Collie Coffee in Louisburg 

	 August 27: 1-3 The Mill Coffee and Eatery in Roanoke Rapids 
	 August 28: 10-Noon Wake Forest Coffee in WF 

	 August 28: 1-3 The Creative Cup in Zebulon 
	 August 29th: Mudcats Game, Family District Event  

September 
	 September 9: District Meeting at Village Church, Rolesville 

	 September 18: Trustees Meeting 
	 September 22-24: Retirees Conference 

	 September 23-25: Cabinet Meetings 

October 
	 October 1-2: Duke Endowment Meetings- Charlotte 

	 October 3-4: Beyond Conference- Charlotte 
	 October 6: Noon -1:30 Casa Mia's in Littleton, NC- Please let Heidi know if you will be 

attending by 10/19 
	 October 7: Noon -1:30 Curtsy' Cafe and Burger Bar Franklinton NC- Please let Heidi know 

if you will be attending by 9/19 
	 October 8: Noon-1:30 El Mariachi Mexican Restaurant in RMt- Please let Heidi know if you 

will be attending by 9/19 
	 October 12-16: Duke Pastor School and Joint Cabinet meeting with Western Conference 

	 October 21: Order of Elders Gathering 
	 October 24: NC Wesleyan Board of Trustees Meeting 

	 October 30- Nov 1, Southeastern Jurisdiction Black Methodists for Church Renewal 
meetings in Nashville, TN 

November 
	 November 11-13: Cabinet Meetings 

	 November 20: Trustees Meeting 

December 
	 December 1-3: Cabinet Meeting 

	 December 9: District Christmas Lunch Gathering - Noon-1:30 (Location TBD) 
	 December 18: Trustees Meeting 

2025-2026 Heritage District Calendar

http://facebook.com/PlankChapelUMC
http://chapel.org
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2025 CHARGE CONFERENCE
The 2025 Charge Conference is set on Sunday, October 19, 
2025, 6:00pm at Trinity UMC. In preparation, here some 
important dates to remember:

PROJECT BE A BLESSING
The "Project Be A Blessing" is a new outreach ministry of Plank 
Chapel UMC with the main goal of the project is to be the 
hands and feet of Christ by distributing Thanksgiving gifts to 
nursing homes and homebound. This project encourages 
individuals and groups to engage in acts of generosity and 
compassion, aiming to uplift those in need and create a ripple 
effect of positivity. Whether through volunteering time, sharing 
resources, or simply spreading joy, the project's goal is to 
remind people of the impact that small acts of kindness can 
have on both the giver and the recipient. By participating in 
"Project Be A Blessing", individuals not only contribute to the 
betterment of their communities, but also cultivate a sense of 
fulfillment and connection, reinforcing the idea that everyone 
has the power to make a meaningful difference. To donate 
items or volunteer, please contact Peggy Hernandez at (252) 
204-3045.

September 11, 2025, 6:00pm- Nominations Team meets 
to recommend the 2026 Lay Leadership 

September 9, 2025, 6:00pm – Pastor-Parish Relations 
Team meets to finalize the 2026 Clergy Compensation & 

2025 State of the Church Report 
September 24, 2025, 6:00pm – Church Council approves 
the 2026 Clergy Compensation, 2025 Lay Leadership & 

2026 Church Budget 
October 5, 2025 – Deadline of all the 2025 Charge 

Conference Paperworks 
October 19, 2025, 6:00pm, Trinity UMC – 2025 Charge 

Conference 

THANK YOU NOTE
Dear Pastor Edgar,
Peace and blessings to 
you! It has been nearly a 
month since you, 
Darlene Raines, Garry 
Dickerson, Ron 
Gustafon & Scott Rithey 
met for a very first 
conversation about the 
"Values & Vision" work 
that Salin and I are 
managing. We have had 
a few more 
conversations scheduled 
with your fellow UMC 
pastors in August and 
September. But please 
know that your 
welcoming spirit and gift 
of hospitality will always 
be the pivotal point for 
whatever is to care for 
our work. You are truly 
an obedient disciple of 
Christ and we are 
grateful that you were 
more than excited to 
share with us that the 
Holy Spirit instructed 
you to come say hello! 
Thank you for the gift 
you gave us but most of 
all, thank you for the gift 
of time and introducing 
us to the UMC universe 
of caring disciples who 
are just trying to serve. 
-- Athan Lindsay, 
Consultant of Duke 
Endowment.

http://chapel.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayer Requests 
Tim Smith, Frances Beckham, 
Faye Moss, Ricky Satterwhite, 
Sammy Burgess , Bess ie 
Newman, Fawn Westmoreland, 
Rose Marshall, Alston Monroe, 
Ronn ie Cur r in , Jeane t te 
Weaver, Kerry Alexander, 
B r y a n t B o b b i t t , F r e d d i e 
O e t t i n g e r, D o n a l d R o s e 
McGhee, Bill Rohr, Roxie 
Kearney, Debbie Fleming, 
Karin Driver, Bonnie Allgood, 
Allison Tackett, Penny Howard, 
Mallon Twisdale, Tilley Hughes, 
James Satterwhite, Lynn Gaid, 
S a l l y C o g h i l l , K i t t r e l l 
community, our nation and the 
world. Shut-Ins: John Rogers, 
Martha Rowland, Kay Deans, 
Ben & Jackie Brown, Virgie 
Eaves, Freddie McGhee & 
Frances Roberts. (For prayer 
r e q u e s t s , p l e a s e c a l l 
919-418-0682 or email Pastor 
E d g a r @ 
edejesus@nccumc.org.)

http://facebook.com/PlankChapelUMC
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Journey Takes Daytrip 
To Chestnut Ridge Camp 

A dozen children and youth participating in Plank Chapel's Journey took a day-trip to Chestnut 
Ridge Camp and Retreat Center in Efland, North Carolina on Sunday, Aug. 24. 
Journey youngsters spent the day at the 362-acre complex which features hardwood forests, a 
lake, and variety of team-building experiences. 
The warm, sunny day kicked off with exclusive swim time in the camp's pool with certified 
lifeguards keeping a watchful eye on the participants. A small group of teens opted for a hiking 
adventure around the lake with leadership members Peggy Hernandez and Ron Gustafson.

A private lunch prepared by camp staff followed in the facility's main hall with a themed 
blessing from Camp Director Rev. Nick Jeffries. 
The youngsters headed into the woods after lunch for a robust team-building experience which 
included a large balancing platform, cable walk, wall climb and other activities. 

Younger children then broke off for playground time and an egg hunt with leadership team 
members Nancy Gustafson and Judy DeJesus.

The other youth split into two groups to participate in both tree climbing and a thrilling zip line 
crossing the lake. Journey leaders Lora and Wayne Young opted to soar across the lake as 
well. The kids had an opportunity to zip line twice before the two groups switched locations to 
enjoy the two adventures.

Chestnut Ridge is part of the United Methodist Camp and Retreat Ministries.

The next Journey meeting will be held at Plank Chapel United Methodist Church, 4 to 6 p.m., 
Sunday, Sept. 28. Journey will also host its Second Annual Trunk or Treat at the church on 
Oct. 28 with plans for a hayride in November.
Local and area children and youth, ages 5 to 18, are welcome to be part of Journey. There is 
no fee to participate, but registration is required when attending. Team leader Scott Ritchey 
coordinates the monthly registration.  
 Anyone wishing to contribute food and (or) juice and bottled water for Journey may contact 
Lora Young at 336-504-7247.  
Journey is a safe and caring space where children and youth can encounter the love of Christ 
Jesus through "becoming, belonging and believing." Monthly activities include story-telling, 
devotionals, games, music and food. 
For more information, contact Ron Gustafson at 203-641-2889 or click on the Journeylink at 
plankchapel.org. 

http://facebook.com/PlankChapelUMC
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Foster Children Needs:  
Duffle Bags 

Blankets 
Towel/washcloths  
Hairbrush/comb 

Toothbrush/toothpaste 
Shampoo/conditioner  

Deodorant  
Lotion 

Journal/ puzzle/ notebook 
Coloring books  

Pens/pencils/ crayons 
Stuffed animal  

Water bottle  
Socks  

Rest Home Needs: 
Shampoo 

Body wash 
Deodorant  
Toothpaste  

Lotion 
Chapstick 
Vaseline  

Slip resistant socks  
Crossword puzzles  

Word search puzzles 
Pens 

Blankets 
Comb 

Aftershave  
Tissues 

Please make out any monetary 
donations to the outward witness team. 

http://facebook.com/PlankChapelUMC
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WEDNESDAY ONLINE PRAYER MEETING
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:6-7)

Prayer Warriors are invited to join the Wednesday Online Prayer Meeting 
every week from 7:00pm-7:30pm. We will meet on September 3rd, 10th, 
17th & 24th.

Edgar Raymund A. DeJesus is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://zoom.us/j/96731072214?
pwd=z6O3HHRhaCw13h03XmuULTm0Y9A4RJ.1 

Meeting ID: 967 3107 2214 
Passcode: 1RL4uP

http://chapel.org
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Happy Birthday! 
John Kemp - Sept 2nd 
Dade Oettinger Jesierski - Sept. 4th 
Lacy Leigh Oettinger - Sept 6th 
Peggy Hernandez -  Sept. 8th 
Kay Deans - Sept. 9th 
Faye Young - Sept 10th 
Susan White - Sept 10th 
Robin Bumpass Sept 27th 
David Heaton -  Sept 29th 

Happy Anniversary! 
Mac and Judy Wilson - Sept. 5th 
Rick and Pat Edwards - Sept. 15th 
Henry and Ann Finch - Sept 30th
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http://chapel.org

